
 Summary Minutes of the 

Delta Protection Commission Meeting 

Thursday, September 23, 2010 

 

City of West Sacramento – Galleria 

1110 W. Capitol Avenue 

West Sacramento, California  95691 

 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE AGENDA  

1. Call to Order/Flag Salute.  

Chair Nottoli called the meeting to order at 5:40 p.m. 

 

2. Welcome Commission Members.  

Chair Nottoli welcomed Brian Bugsch as the newest member of the Commission.  Mr. Bugsch is a 

representative from the State Lands Commission and replaces Marina Brand. 

 

3. Roll Call.  

Present:  Chair Nottoli; Commissioners Albright, Bugsch, Eggman, Ferguson, Pegos, Piepho, 

Reagan, Ruhstaller, Scriven, Snow, van Loben Sels and Vick.  Absent:  Commissioners Cabaldon, 

and McGowan.  

 

4. Introduce and Welcome New Executive Director. 

Chair Nottoli introduced and welcomed Michael Machado as the new Executive Director.  Mr. 

Machado replaces Linda Fiack who retired.  

 

5. Public Comment. Opportunity for Members of the Public to Address the Commission on 

Items Not on the Agenda.  

No one addressed the Commission.      

 

CONSENT AGENDA Items 5-8) 

Commissioner Piepho moved Agenda Item 6 to the Regular Agenda. 

 

Commissioner Piepho moved Agenda Item 7 to the Regular Agenda. 

 

8.  Receive Informational Update on the Lower Yolo Bypass Planning Forum Co-Sponsored 

by the Commission and the Yolo Basin Foundation.  

Commissioner Piepho moved approval of the remainder of the Consent Agenda; Commissioner 

Reagan seconded.  The remainder of the Consent Agenda was approved unanimously by voice vote.  

 

Regular Agenda (Items 6, 7, 9-14) 

6. APPROVE Minutes of August 26, 2010 Meeting. 

Commissioner Piepho asked that typos in the spelling of her named be corrected.  She also asked 

that language be added to Agenda Item 13 to note that information was distributed to the 

Commission regarding the activities of the Delta Stewardship Council and Delta Conservancy.  

 

Commissioner Piepho moved approval of the Minutes as corrected; Commission Reagan seconded.  

The motion was approved unanimously by voice vote.  
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7 Receive Informational Update on Workshops and Presentations Facilitated by 

Commission Staff-Consulting Team Relative to the National Heritage Area Process 

Underway Pursuant to Provisions of SBX7-1. 

Commissioner Piepho stated that she was concerned about the presentations on the NHA 

designation.  She said the Commission should have engagement that will coincide with Senator 

Feinstein’s proposed legislation and asked that the item be agendized at the next meeting to 

consider how the Commission is presenting its materials to the communities and what an NHA 

designation actually means.  

 

Mr. Machado responded that the Commission should remember that Senator Feinstein’s legislation 

is in draft form.  He asked if the Commission would like for him to engage with the Senator.  

Commissioner Piepho responded that Mr. Machado should make contact with the Senator and 

report the findings at the next meeting. 

 

Commissioner Piepho moved approval of Agenda Item 8; Commissioner Reagan seconded.  The 

motion was approved unanimously by voice vote. 

 

9. Receive Informational Presentation from the California Invasive Species Council. 

Dr. Robert Levitt, California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) reported that the 

Invasive Species Council is a group made up of six State agencies and other departments.  The 

purpose of the Invasive Species Council is for the early detection and rapid response to invasive 

species to help eliminate, reduce and/or mitigate the impacts of invasive species and address 

organisms that cause economic/environmental harm.  Dr. Levitt also reported that the Invasive 

Species Council completed a draft framework, and that four listening sessions on the framework 

will be held throughout the State.  Comments on the framework are due within 30 days of the 

framework’s release.   

 

Commissioner Albright said that the Council is an impressive group and he would like the 

Commission to take up the issue of invasive species.  

 

Commissioner Piepho stated that she convened a meeting to speak on the Egeria Densa problem and 

asked that Dr. Levitt and Commissioner Pegos attend future meeting to speak on solutions and 

answer any questions. 

 

10. Receive Informational Presentation from University of California, Davis Cooperative 

Extension on the “Community Conversations About Water Program”.  

Shelly Murdock, UC Davis stated that the Cooperative Extension initiated nine National Issues 

Forums throughout the five Delta counties to hold conversations about water.  Ms. Murdock said 

there was a lack of opportunities for citizens to voice concerns about water and the objective is to 

hear what residents have to say on the subject and to stimulate conversation.  Ms. Murdock also said 

that from the nine conversations the emerging themes seem to be that Delta residents are highly 

knowledgeable but very suspicious about water conversations and they do not feel policy makers 

are listening to their concerns.   

 

11. Adopt the Blue Print for Establishing Links of the Great California Delta Trail in Contra 

Costa and Solano Counties Consistent With Provisions of Senate Bill 1556 (Torlakson). 
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Randy Anderson, Principal, ALTA Planning and Design, reported that ALTA held public meetings 

in Contra Costa and Solano Counties to prepare the blueprint on the Delta Trail.  Mr. Anderson said 

that ALTA worked with broad technical and stakeholder advisory committees which identified and 

studied a series of technical issues raised by meeting participants and others for a collaborative 

process.  He also said the Blueprint has potential solutions and parameters for trails, includes best 

practices for trails, how they are organized and what processes are used for trails.  Mr. Anderson 

said the proposed Delta Trail is a vision and network connecting people and destinations in the 

Delta and builds on local agency plans and preferences.  Next steps include extending the Blueprint 

planning process to the three other Delta counties and to produce a master plan for the Trail.  

 

Chair Nottoli asked if a draft of the Blueprint had been circulated previously.  Linda Fiack 

responded that during this two-year process many drafts have been circulated.   

 

Commissioner Snow asked if there was flat out opposition to the project.  Mr. Anderson responded 

that there were concerns, particularly with the ag community; however alternatives were offered.  

Commissioner van Loben Sels also responded that he attended meetings where there was plenty of 

opposition; however the attendees were put at ease once the Commission announced there would be 

no eminent domain and the trail would be on publicly owned property.  

 

Commissioner Eggman asked if there would be a timeline for the other counties to be studied.  

Ms. Fiack responded that grant monies only allowed for two counties to be studied.   

 

Commissioner Piepho moved approval of the Blue Print for establishing links of the Great 

California Delta Trail in Contra Costa and Solano Counties; Commissioner Reagan seconded.  The 

motion was approved by voice vote.  Commissioner Scriven abstained.  

 

12. Discuss Preparation of Primary Zone Study Recommendations Pursuant to Provisions of 

SB X7-1 and Adopt Components, if Determined Timely.  

Mike Machado reported that the Primary Zone Advisory Committee met and received reports and 

updates from the consultant.  Mr. Machado said that the Stewardship Council wanted to 

communicate with the Commission to avoid inconsistencies with the Delta Plan and he would work 

with Council staff and take their comments.  

 

Commissioner van Loben Sels said he was concerned that there was no outreach to contact 

landowners, as they should be part of the process.   Mr. Machado responded that the consultants 

have identified the landowners and will perform outreach to them. 

 

Commissioner Eggman asked that all maps be on display at the meeting as there are areas in San 

Joaquin County that are of concern.  

 

13.  Discuss Preparation of the Economic Sustainability Plan Framework Pursuant to 

Provisions of SB X7-1 and Adopt Components, if Determined Timely.  

Mr. Machado announced that Commission staff and the consultants participated in six town hall 

meetings on the Economic Sustainability Plan Framework.  He said that water supply and water 

quality seemed to be the emerging themes throughout the meetings.  He also said that it is hoped the 

framework would be available by the December Commission meeting.  
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Commissioner Ruhstaller stated that staff should make sure that any data was timely.  Mr. Machado 

responded that data should be quantitative vs. qualitative.  

 

14.  DISCUSS Appointment of Committee Members to the Delta Protection Advisory 

Committee (DPAC) Consistent With the Charter Adopted by the Commission on August 

26, 2010 and Provide Direction to Staff as to Specific Appointments.  

Mr. Machado reported that at the August meeting, the Commission adopted a Charter for the 

Advisory Committee (DPAC) established under SBX7-1.  The DPAC will provide 

recommendations to the Commission relating to the Delta’s ecosystem, water supply, recreation, 

sustainability, agriculture, etc.   Mr. Machado asked for direction on how to proceed with 

appointments.   

 

Commissioner Pegos suggested that staff circulate a press release to solicit interest in the DPAC and 

any potential appointees submit two letters of reference, two letters of support and a resume.     

 

Commissioner Regan suggested that a formal letter from the commission should be circulated 

asking for appointments.  

 

Greg Zlotnick, State and Federal Water Contractors Association stated that his organization 

submitted a letter seeking membership on the committee.  Mr. Zlotnick asked what determined that 

there would be 11 members on the committee.  Commissioner Pegos responded that there was a 

consensus that a smaller committee would be easier to handle.  

 

Commissioner Albright noted that with the expertise needed more than 11 members should serve on 

the Committee, but it should be noted that some members would be non voting.  Matt Campbell 

clarified that non voting members on the committee could be denoted with a small “v”.  

 

15.  RECEIVE Report from the Executive Committee and Executive Director, Including 

Informational Updates on Delta Stewardship Council and Delta Conservancy Activities, 

and Other Delta Initiatives and Commission Activities Underway, and Act on 

Recommendations Pursuant to Commission Member Discussion, if Determined Timely.  

Chair Nottoli reported that he attended the Stewardship Council Meeting where items of discussion 

include BDCP, the Delta Plan and how to determine the process.  

 

Commissioner Snow reported that there were quite a few reports generated on BDCP however the 

reports have no tie in.  He said that the BDCP’s steering committee’s objective is to produce a 

framework by November that reflects that ties in the reports and reflects the status of the parties 

engaged in the process.  Commissioner Snow asked that he be allowed to make a presentation at the 

next Commissioner meeting. 

 

Commissioner Piepho reported that she and other Conservancy members attended a field trip 

through the Delta.   

 

16. Discuss and if Necessary Adopt Revised 2010 Commission Meeting Calendar. 
Mr. Machado reported that the Commission might want to cancel the November meeting in light of 

the fact that some of the Commissioners would be a conference and their might be quorum issues.   
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Commissioner Vick responded that she did not object to cancelling the November Commission 

meeting; however the December meeting would be in conflict with her council meeting.  She asked 

if the December meeting be held earlier in the day and in the City of Isleton.  

 

Commissioner Pegos stated that because of the work to be done and the administrative changes at 

the end of the year, a November meeting would be necessary.  

 

Chair Nottoli asked that Commission staff take a head count to determine if there would be a 

quorum for the November meeting. 

 

17. Comments and Announcements From Members of the Commission and Staff. 

The Commission thanked Linda Fiack for her years of service and presented Ms. Fiack with a 

painting of the Delta.   

 

18. Convene in Closed Session 

There was no closed session.  

 

19.  ADJOURN.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.  


